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fish processing plants and destructive fishing gears and methods be 
controlled. 
Issues raised during Presentation 7 
1.	 Did you assess the impact of net ply? 
Response 
Ply wasn't studied. 
2.	 How representative is this study? 
Response 
Twenty-five fish landings were studied and these are scattered. They were 
studied three times a year and this is representative for the whole population. 
3.	 In an open access fishery like lake Victoria, it's difficult to control small 
size mesh nets. Have SMUs been considered to manage the use of 
illegal mesh size nets? 
Response 
SMUs are the best solution and are under consideration. 
4.	 What are drift nets? 
Response 
Drift nets are used by fishers to catch Nile Perch especially in deeper open 
waters where there are larger fish. 
Presentation 8: Changes in life history characteristics of Nile 
perch and their implications on the future of its fishery in 
Lake Victoria 
By R. Ogutu-Ohwayo· 
Abstract 
The type of prey eaten and the life history characteristics of Nile perch in Lake 
Victoria and other lakes (Kyoga and Nabugabo) to which the predator was 
introduced have been monitored since the predator was introduced in these 
lakes and compared with the situation in its original habitat of Lake Albert. As 
the types of prey eaten in Lake Victoria changed from haplochromines, to 
Caridina nilotica, Rastrineobola argentea, Nile perch juveniles the condition 
factor of the predator decreased from 1.4 in 19605 to 1.2 in 1990s which is 
lower than 1.3 recorded in its native habitat of Lake Albert. The size at first 
maturity of females has increased from 30-40 cm for males and 50-59 cm for 
females to 40-50 for males and 80-100 for females, which is similar to that for 
Lake Albert. The proportion of females to males in the population decreased 
from an almost equal number of females to males (85 - 100 females to 100 
males) and. are now males biased (23-65 females to 100 males). The 
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reduction in the prey supply, the decrease in average weight of the Nile perch 
and the decrease in the proportion of females suggest that Nile perch now 
has less capacity to replenish its stocks. It is, therefore unlikely to sustain the 
very high yields realized soon after its establishment in Lake Victoria and 
other lakes. Sustainability of Nile perch stocks will include measures to 
reduce exploitation of its prey and to protect breeding populations of Nile 
perch. Environmental degradation may also be impacting stocks of Nile perch 
as suggested by observations from Kabaka's lake. 
Issues raised during Presentation 8 
1. Has the condition factor (K) in Albert changed? 
Response 
There is plenty of food in Lake Albert; no noticeable change in K. Currently, 
Lake Albert has more food for Nile Perch than Lake Victoria. 
2. Why do we get less Nile Perch in markets these days? 
Response 
It depends on which markets. There is plenty in the fish processing plants. 
3. Is it possible to raise Nile Perch in ponds? 
Response 
A project, COMPETE, supported by USAID, has a programme that is going to 
culture Nile Perch in ponds. 
4. Why is the female Nile Perch popUlation decreasing? 
Response 
The Nile Perch populations are being controlled by nature. Cannibalism is 
aimed at females. Evolutionary, the problem is parental investment. There 
isn't enough energy to produce females. 
Presentation 9: Consequences of the decline in catch rates 
and size of fish in the gill net fishery in Lake Victoria, Uganda 
By J. 0. Okaronon, J. Akumu & S. Bassa 
Abstract 
Artisanal fishers fish in shallow inshore waters using gill nets. The activities of 
these fishers may have had impact on the fish stocks in these areas. The aim 
of the surveys was to determine which of the "available" fish stocks - as 
determined from experimental gill net surveys - were being harvested by the 
artisanal gill net fishery. 
Experimental multi-mesh gill net surveys were conducted in Lake Victoria 
West (Masaka, Rakai and Kalangala Districts) and Lake Victoria Central 
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